NTROOQWCTION

Gllpphic organizers ae excdlent
ools for||learning the dgrogture of thinking
ills. A {graphic organizer proyides a power-
ul visud|| picture of informatioq and dlows
he mind “ffo seg”’ patterns and relatiorghips.

There are numerous types of Mefgani-

zers andf| eech type represents diferent
inking ill. We use th eryday in\qur
ives. most example is t

cendar. Yan endar helps us to gather,

sft, sort, afjd einfo ion.

Grfphic organizers can be categori
e K] Misthey utilize:
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LESSO GRAPHI ERS Braingorming/Associating
Comparing/Prioritizing
1 | Andyzing/Comparing
/// Andlogy/Smile Chart Sequencing/Visudizing
|l Bridging Shapshats Connedting/Reflecting
1 / conceptwWeb
t
£ BRAHNSTFORMHNGHASSOSHTHNG
Fishbone
Graphic Or ganizer Concept Web
KDL
KWL
Looks-Sounds-Fedls
Matrix
Mind Map
Pie Chart
PMI
Ranking Ladder
Right Angle
Sequen ce The center circle in a Concept Web
Sunshine Wheel represents a main concept or idea The
T-Char t smdler circles connecting to the main concept
VennDiagram represent the sub concepts; connected to these

sub concepts are sub-sub  concepts. E

example, the center circle could be citizen
ship. The smdler connected cir are sub
concepts related to citizenship”You can use
these gmdler circles explore additiond

supporting  concept: n illugration might be
the sub con of voting as a criticd part of
citizenshi

Ind Map
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The Mind Map is a form of bran
dorming usng a free-flowing documentetion
process where lines connect concepts to each
other. The core subject is in the center; the
main spokes ae like sub parts of chapters.
You can relate ideas by color codes, circles,
or atached lines. You can adso use pictures
and words. You can use a Mind Map to
organize thoughts, ether of an individud or
of a group, for preparing lesson plans, writing
abook, planning a project, or giving a speech.

Sunshine Whegl

The center cirde of the Sunshine
Wheel represents the main idea and the lines
extending out from the center circle represent
the thoughts generated about the main idea
For example, the center circle could be
leadership and the rays could be dl the
elements of leadership you can recall.

COMPARING/PRIORITIZING

Venn Diagram

Enlisted Crfficer
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The overlgpping cirdes of a Venn
Diagram ae most usgful for comparing and
contrasting topics. The free pats of each
crcle contan the dements unique to each
topic. The parts of the circle that overlap corn+
tan eements that are shared by each topic.
For example, you could compare enlisted per-
sonnel with officers.

Analogy/Simile Chart

Patridfomusic is like
Rap

Because it:

1 evokesgrrations
2 has strong beat

3 represeniEEDle
i

“igal REprESEI‘Ita‘tiDnm

An Analogy Chart is used to
illudrate the thinking and organizing process
that involves comparing one thing to another
thing that initidly seems unrdaed. The
benefit of the process comes from having to
explore the connections and the criticd
elements. For example, you could compare
what patriotic musc has in common with rap
music.

T-Chart

Poor Nutrition
Problem Solution

Eating junk food | Education

The possble headings for this two-
column chat ae limitless Some suggested
headings are "Before and After,” "Pros and
Cons" or "Cause and Effect.” For example,
you might use a T-Chart to bransorm

Unit 3: Foundations for Success
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solutions to problems associated with  poor
nutrition among teenagers. In the left column,
identify the reasons why there exids poor
nutrition among teenagers and in the right
column brainstorm possible solutions.

Ranking Ladder

The rungs on the Ranking Ladder
can represent priority or precedence, such as
deps in a process, a hierarchy, postion of
components, relative importance of each daa
point, or datus of individuds. For example,
you might use a Ranking Ladder to prioritize
ranksin the military.

ANALYZING/COMPARING

Looks-Sounds-Feels

Looks

Sounds

Feel
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Pie Chart

> x ;
e 2\
First Y

Year
Cadets

Year, .
Cadets.

25%

Each ssgment of a crcde in a Pie
Chart represents a percentage or actual num-
ber of data points. For example, the pie could
represent the total number of cadets in the
JROTC program in a given high school. The
rlaive dze of each dice of the pie would
represent the percentage of first, second, third,
and fourth year cadets. Alternativdy, each
dice might represent the number of JROTC
graduates that join a particular branch of the
savice.

SEQUENCING/VISUALIZING

Fishbone

shiny  |3queak]srmeth
[ew Quiet | War

L ook-Sounds-Feels dlows you to
compare appearances, auditory expressions,
and tectile characteristics of an eement. For
exanple, “Wha does a muscd ingrument
look like, sound like, and fed like when being
played?’

Unit 3: Foundations for Success
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The sructure of a Fishbone Chart
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a problem, issue, or project. "Ribs' of the fish
represent component parts of the problem and
the relaed eements of each pat. For
example, you could explore how to prepare
for an upcoming orienteering competition.
Each rib represents the criticd dements of
preparation. Attached to each rib are the
processes or activities that will assg in
accomplishing eech key dement.

Matrix

200 needed to earn
nox=t rank

3 % &
I E © 0
P T W

Unirda | o fgu

Marching | 75| a5 56

Grades | 80 ?5 an
Heaftlh | 70| 75 ] 80

Respect] 90| 90| 90

The Matrix tool is hdpful to identify
relationships and component pieces of an
issue or data point. Intersecting horizonta and
vertical lines creste a grid used to classfy and
categorize related eements. For example, you
could creste a calendar matrix for accom:
plishing specific advancements. The vertica
columns are labeled across the top by month.
The horizontal columns are labeled down the
left Sde by specific areas of advancement.
The dements that must be met each month in
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CONNECTING/REFLECTING

KWL

WnEn | Hoew |Reson

This is another three-column chart.
The specific labels for each column are "What
do you KNOW?' Wha do you WANT to
know?' and "Wha have you LEARNED?'
This is ussful when you are faced with new
or difficult information. For example, a the
beginning of the unit on leadership, you might
creste a KWL chat for recording your
responses to "What do you KNOW about
leadership?' and "What do you WANT to
know about leadership?' At the end of the
unit, you can return to the chart and fill in the
lat column, "Wha have you LEARNED
about leadership?’

KDL

K D | L
| stand |Stouch ITensisns

Erect

The specific labds for each column in
the three-column KDL chart are, "What do
you KNOW?'" Wha do you DO?" and "What
have you LEARNED?' You can use this
graphic organizer to connect knowledge and
behavior. For example, you KNOW to stand
erect and ill a “atention.” You DO actudly
douch a “dtention” in formation. At the end
of the unit, you LEARN to fed muscle tenson

Unit 3: Foundations for Success
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in specific areas to know when you ae
danding erect at “atention.”
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concerns the American people have about
Internet security.

CONCLUSION

Ovedl, graphic organizers dlow you
to visudly organize concepts, ideas, data,
thoughts and fedings  Choosng the
appropriate graphic organizer depends on the
type of dements tha need organizing and
andyzing. Once the organization process is
complete, understanding complex concepts,
decison meking, and problem solving
becomes easier.
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